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able scientific truth, commonly so called. It is,
indeed, a piquant paradox that one should claim or
hope to dispel illusion about the supreme Master of
Illusion. But the paradox is genuine. ^Esthetic
illusion, a thing as such esteemed, is matter of
aesthetic science; and the scrutiny of biographical or
bibliographical illusion, a thing disesteemed, is mat-
ter of historic science. Cases in both orders of illu-
sion are here impugned, on the assumption that the
law of right reason is the same for all professedly
rational construction. And the open-minded on-
looker may perhaps usefully whet his curiosity, to
begin with, on a challenged historical hallucination
" gross as a mountain, open, palpable " ; an aesthetic
paralogism, conjoined with that; a further series of
bibliographical perversions ; and an outrageous criti-
cal paralogism consisting in the delivery of a flat
self-contradiction. To all these my friend the
Academy lecturer has pugnaciously committed him-
self ; and on being urgently invited, nay, challenged,
to vindicate the main positions here assaulted, he has
returned only subjective dicta of a singular irrelev-
ance. Hence these animadversions.

Postscript
Professor Dover Wilson, in his article in The
Criterion, had made so faint a semblance of vindicat-
ing his original charges, while devoting much space
to new vituperation, that I have not thought it
worth while to answer him at the length of an article*